Abstract: full test grade
Abstracts are written in past tense and in third person. Avoid using I, me, we and try to be objective.
· 250 word maximum

· Purpose- one sentence statement describing your experimental question.
· Basics of the procedure- 1-2 sentences describing your procedure
Ex: Water samples were collected from creeks in rural and populated areas in Austin, Texas. The samples were analyzed for dissolved oxygen content in parts per million using a DO probe.   

· Important data (including statistics, if relevant)

· Explanation of results – this is a 2-3 sentence conclusion of your experiment including any faults and errors. You need to do RESEARCH to explain your results. Use scientific vocabulary. EXPLAIN YOUR RESULTS.
Ex: There is a difference in the pH of an egg yolk when Vitamin C is added to a chicken’s diet (p=1.582E-5).  The more Vitamin C, the lower the pH level of the yolk.  However, the amount of Vitamin C has no effect on the pH level of the albumen (p=0.915).  As the pH level decreases, more lysozyme activity is present which protects the egg from harmful bacteria such as salmonella.  The Vitamin C is digested and the nutrients are sent to the liver and used to create new cells in chickens.
SCIENCE FAIR BOARD: Half a test grade
What should be on your board? Use the following list to help (this is a minimum list; you may have more)
	Title (see below pictures for more information)
· Appropriate Size (large enough to see, approximately 10cm max height)
· Informative (it alone should tell judges the basics of your experiment –don’t be cute)

	Problem/Purpose

	Hypothesis or Engineering Goals

	Pictures of your experiment, set-up, or results (if you have any)

	Procedure

	Graphs

· Title (“Y vs X” and “The Effect of X on Y”)
· Labeled axis with units

· Correct type (column or scatter with trendline)

	A summary data  table: means and standard deviations (we do not want all of your data); include units

	“Conclusion” – only give the following:

· An analysis statement(s) of your p-value(s) with p in parenthesis at the end (don’t mention p anywhere else in the sentence). You may have multiple statements if you have more than one variable.
    For example: There is a difference in sodium content between Swiney’s Regular Pickled Pig’s Feet and Swiney’s Lite (p= 0.0018). 
· Your conclusion sentences from your abstract (do not include you entire abstract)

	Application – why is your project important? This should take at least 3 sentences.

	 Appearance: it should be typed, neat, and attractive (see below pictures for more information)


Keep in mind:

Correct Board Size (Max dimensions: height = 274 cm, width = 122 cm, depth, 76 cm) 
Overall appearance (your board should be neat and attract judges)
Include pictures if possible (you must give credit for photos with “photo by researcher” or “photo by researcher’s parent)


[image: image1.wmf]
The top left example is the best of this set. IT SHOULDN’T BE HAND WRITTEN, but it has a title that doesn’t dominate the board but is still large enough to be seen and is informative to the viewer. It’s colorful, but the emphasis is still on the content (graphs, written statements about the purpose, etc.) rather than the design.

The top right example has a title that does not tell the viewer much about the experiment (except that maybe something is falling to the ground). Remember that you want the judge to know the basics of your experiment based solely on your title (which should draw them in and make them want to read the rest of your board).

Both of the bottom examples have titles that are too large. Though the bottom left example is visually appealing, the content is forced to take a back seat to the large title.

“Please Note: The judges are judging your research, not the display. So don’t spend an excessive amount of time or money on the board.  You are being judged on the science not the show!” ~ISEF Rule Book

Go to website to see examples of boards
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